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Dear Friends,

Last May, Sister Min Yin, a PhD candidate from UK, came to USA to attend an academic conference. After the conference, she came to Massachusetts to visit me and other friends that she made in the COCM year-end gospel camps.  
She is originally from Shanghai and baptized in UK. Although Min Yin has only been a Christian for few years, there is an obvious transformation on her. She is now serving at her church in London and also helps in the COCM headquarter. Moreover, from a recent sharing, I learned that she regularly visits the illegal immigrants from China at the Detention Center, spreads the Gospel and brings hope to those feel totally hopeless in living through teaching God’s words. Many of them have accepted Christ as their personal savior through her efforts.    
Majority of the churches in UK consist of members who came from Hong Kong many years ago. The language used in these churches is predominantly Cantonese dialect. With the influx of young Chinese students from China speaking Mandarin, it is quite a challenge for these churches to foster the spiritual growth for these Chinese students. 
The need for Mandarin speaking gospel workers is desperate in the mission field. COCM plans to recruit more young workers like Min Yin to join the ministry as trainee.  In doing so, COCM will need more funding and prayer support from churches and individuals that share the same vision and burden of the imperative command, the Great Commission. If you would like to be a partner for such ministry, please drop me an email at alsashih@gamil.com.     

COCM was founded 60 years ago. Planting churches has always been one of its utmost important ministries. In April, we learned the expansion project of the Cardiff Chinese Christian Church from COCM executive Director, Rev. Henry Lu:
Cardiff Chinese Christian Church has been our mission partners for a long time.   We are privileged to play a part in supporting this church and now we are partners in mission. I have received exiting news from them that they are now ready to move to a new stage of their church building process.

Please read the following letter and I would like to encourage you to first pray for them that God’s will be done and consider to financially supporting them.  It is always good to see local Chinese churches mature and become self-sufficient.  Cardiff is a large mission field; there are lots of local Chinese residents and students in Cardiff and Wales areas.  We pray that Cardiff Chinese Christian Church become the instrument of God, to be the light of that part of the world.   

If you would like to help this church by giving a donation, please send your check to COCM USA denoting for the support of Cardiff Chinese Christian Church.   Thanks for your continuous support and caring, may Lord richly bless you and your family.     

Serving Together for His Great Mission

Alas Shih

Editor of COCM USA Newsletter

Letter from Rev. Henry Lu
Dear Brothers and Sisters in the Lord,

‘Unless the Lord builds the house, its builders labor in vain.

Unless the Lord watches over the city, the watchmen stand guard in vain.’

1. If my work is not pleasing in His sight, it will be demolished; if my work is without the blessing of my Lord, it will all be in vain.

2. All I need is to safeguard my heart – a heart that wholly believes, trusting Him with steadfastness.

This is a song derived from Psalm 127, and this song has been a source of comfort and encouragement to many in the past few years – during the search for suitable premises for our church. 14 years ago, we purchased our current premises.  However, with the development of our ministries, we have exceeded our capacity for a number of years.  The Cantonese, English and Mandarin sections have learnt to accommodate for each other’s needs during this difficult period, displaying above all, our love and forbearance. We thank the Lord for the many valuable lessons learnt.

In the last few years, various options had been explored.  We considered prayerfully the possibility of rebuilding the rear part of our church, purchasing church in the Grangetown and Roath areas etc, but without success.  We continued to learn to submit to the will of God in pray and wait patiently.  We thank God for the concern and prayers of our brothers and sisters.

In September 2009, we learnt that our neighboring Canton Labor Club had been placed in receivership.  They need to sell their property.  The property includes a 3-storey house with seven rooms and a hall that can accommodate a congregation of 170.  After discussing it within the church committee and presenting it to the church at a Special General Meeting on 11 October, we voted in favor of making a bid of 450,000 pounds on the property.  The Canton Labor Club accepted the bid in early November.

The premises subcommittee started work immediately, handling the legal aspect and began the fund-raising process among our members in Cardiff.  We would also like to share this with brothers and sisters of the Chinese churches in UK.  We sincerely ask you to pray for us and to consider supporting us financially, so that the kingdom of God can be extended.

May Lord overflowing grace be with you!

Sam Wong

Pastor of Cardiff Chinese Christian Church  
