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Dear mission partners,

Britain has officially requested to leave the European Union. On Wednesday, March 292017, Prime Min-
ister Theresa May sent a letter to the EU president Donald Tusk in Brussels to formally invoke Article 50,
which begins the two-year process of negotiations on trade, immigration, security and other issues.

It was a historic day that marked the start of the Brexit process; a day that some breathed a sigh of relief
and others felt a great sense of sadness. From this point on, there is no turning back. Meanwhile, leaders
of Scotland voted to seek a new referendum on independence from Britain within the next two years, as
a majority of Scottish voters favored staying in the EU. The fear is real that Brexit could force the breakup
of the United Kingdom. Not only Britain and Europe, but also the world as we know it will never be the
same again after Brexit.

We live in an extraordinary time when nations and people around the world are facing an identity crisis.
Countries are trying to move into positions that give them greater power to claim more land and more
rights for their own benefits. Many ethnic groups are also raising their voices to protect their identity.
Immigrants are finding it harder and harder to fit in and be fully accepted in their newfound homeland.
Who are we? Where do we belong? Knowing our identity has never been so relevant to our daily life.

In the month of March, | visited Chinese churches and fellowships in Birmingham, Leicester, Belfast, Hert-
fordshire and Paris. It was amazing to see the diversity of our Chinese Diaspora community in Europe as |
talked to people from all walks of life. There were those who were born and grew up here and there were
some who had just arrived. Mingling in the midst of the old and new immigrants, there were many stu-
dents who would stay for only a short period of time.

At the COCM Mission Centre, we have been reading Paul’s letter to the Ephesians in preparation for the
upcoming Mandarin Easter Camp. One of the most assuring messages is our new identity as sons and
daughters adopted by God through Jesus Christ. Paul went into great details to describe the profound
truth that it is by God’s grace we are given this new identity in Christ. We are reminded that even though
we live far away from our homeland and people group, our new identity in Christ is secured and can nev-
er be taken away by the changes of the world.

“You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted
by its deceitful desires; to be made new in the attitude of your minds; and to put on the new self, created
to be like God in true righteousness and holiness” (Ephesians 4:22-24). In this Easter season, let us once
again focus our eyes on our Lord Jesus Christ, so we can be strong in His mighty power and live to be like
Him.

Serving together in Christ,

~.

Rev. Henry Lu
General Director
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Students from different backgrounds praying together in preparation for Easter camps
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