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Dear mission partners,

Thanksgiving is one of the major holidays celebrated in the USA on the fourth Thursday in November. It is
a holiday with a special connection to new immigrants settling down in their newfound home away from
home.

| remember how my family used to come together to celebrate Thanksgiving. First it was with my parents
and siblings. Later on, as my generation had families of our own and moved to different cities, we would
celebrate with our own children and friends. To Chinese immigrants, the family meal on Thanksgiving Day
bears the closest resemblance to the big feast of a traditional family gathering on Chinese New Year’s
eve. We tried to follow the local custom and had a big turkey for diner even though everyone preferred
the roast duck. We sang hymns to give thanks for new opportunities God granted us in a foreign land, but
soon our conversation would turn to the time when we were growing up in China, the people and places
we missed. For overseas Chinese Christians, Thanksgiving is often a gathering of reminiscence and re-
membrance, a time to recount God’s goodness in our lives and to give thanks to God for all He has done
for us.

This is the eighth Thanksgiving since my family moved to the UK. We have gradually adapted to British
culture by accepting its own way of living and celebrating holidays. Interestingly, Thanksgiving is more
recognised now in the UK as “Black Friday” is being used by businesses around the world to jump start the
holiday shopping season. However, the atmosphere here is still quite different from that of the USA as
people are going to work and to school as usual leaving no time to celebrate on a Thursday. At the COCM
centre, we did not have a Thanksgiving gathering this year but kept going with our routine ministry tasks.
Deep down in my heart, | felt a slight tuck of missing the festive gathering with family and friends. Then
God reminded me to spend some quiet time alone with Him.

| thought about how | grew up during a challenging time in China and God sought me out among the bil-
lions of people and made Him known to me. Even in the tumultuous period God provided me with loving
parents and a safe environment to grow up. He took me to the land of opportunities in the USA and guid-
ed me to a profession | could enjoy and thrive. God was gracious to me and sent my wife, the best help-
er in life, to journey with me all these years. God gave us the joy of raising our two children from cuddly
babies into independent and intelligent young people. | traced the path God led our family to join COCM
and serve in the mission field of Europe. | saw how God had prepared a bunch of mission aficionados who
would go out to battle with me through thick and thin. What a privilege to serve with such a great team
of fellow workers in Christ.

So in this Thanksgiving season, | thank God for giving me life in Christ, for my wife and children, for my
fellow missionaries serving together in the mission field, and for all of you who are part of the big COCM

family.

Serving together in Christ,

~.

Rev. Henry Lu
General Director
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