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Dear mission partners,

On Thursday, 23 June, people across the United Kingdom went to the polls to decide whether to remain
in or to leave the European Union. This UK-wide referendum on Britain’s EU membership had been de-
scribed as a “once in a generation decision” for the British people. For months, the debates went on vig-
orously and the campaigns went down to the wire. There were pros and cons on both sides of the argu-
ment. Like many people, | was still undecided the night before | went to cast my vote.

To the surprise of many pundits and commentators as well as European Union supporters, the world
woke up on Friday the 24" to find that Britain had decided to leave EU. The Prime Minister resigned im-
mediately and the FTSE stock market responded with one of the biggest loss in history. Britain went from
the fifth largest economy in the world to the sixth in just one short day. The news also sent shockwaves
through global markets.

While the UK government tried to make statements to calm people, many politicians were scrambling for
leadership in this unprecedented geopolitical and economic situation. The fear of uncertainty is felt by all
of us. Can Britain survive the economic down turn in the immediate aftermath? Will we be able to con-
tinue our free trade with Europe? From the perspective of COCM as a mission organisation, the first thing
on my mind is the free movement of our missionary staff. Will Brexit limit our ability to conduct gospel
ministry throughout the UK and Europe?

In times of uncertainty, we must come to our Lord Jesus Christ, the cornerstone of our faith to find assur-
ance and peace. As Christians, we are placed in this world for such a time like this, a time of turbulence
and change, and we are called to share the love of Jesus Christ. Let us remember to shine His light into
darkness and bring the hope in Him to those trapped in fear and despair.

On Saturday, 25" June, four of COCM’s Missionaries-In-Preparation (MIPs) graduated from London School
of Theology. They came from China, USA, and UK respectively, and without exception all heeded the call
to serve in the UK/Europe mission field amongst the Chinese Diaspora. They have spent the past three
years studying theology while serving alongside other COCM missionaries involving in various ministries
to reach the next generation of young people. | was overjoyed to see them graduating with flying colours.

Please join me in praying for this group of new staff as they transition from life as full-time students at LST
to full-time missionary workers at COCM. Pray that they will do their best to present themselves to God
as approved workers who do not need to be ashamed and who correctly handle the word of truth (2 Tim-
othy 2:15). Pray also that they will not let anyone look down on them because they are young, but set an
example for the believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith and in purity (1 Timothy 4:12).

Serving together in Christ,

~.

Rev. Henry Lu
General Director
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